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3rd September 2019

Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome to the new school year.   I hope that you have had a happy and safe holiday.  A very warm welcome to all our new pupils and their families, we hope that they all settle quickly into school life and enjoy their time at St Mary’s.

Please remember that school starts at 8.55 am, and ensure that your child is on time, so that lessons can commence promptly at 9.00 am after registration.

Health and Safety
The health and safety of the children of St. Mary’s is of the highest importance and therefore I ask parents not to enter the school building unless it is to visit the school office.  If you need to speak to your child’s teacher a member of the Office staff will see if they are available, if not, a message will be passed on or an appointment made for a later date.  Please use the main entrance for this purpose.

I would like to remind you that you are not allowed to smoke in or on the school premises, which includes the school’s playgrounds and field.  With the exception of guide dogs, dogs are not permitted on the school grounds.

For the safety of the children please do not park on the yellow zigzag lines outside school.  Please be extra cautious when driving in the area around school.  With the support of many of our parents and local residents, we implemented a voluntary one way system at the start and end of the school day last year.  This scheme proved most successful and helped to ease congestion around school.
KYNDER STREET
→ → → → → → → → → → →
		D	↑							↓	C
		U	↑							↓	O		
		K	↑							↓	O
		E	↑							↓	K												↓	E
S	↑									
		T	↑							↓	S
↓	T		
					← ←←←←←←←←←←←←←
PARK ROAD


Address/Telephone Numbers
Please remember to inform school if you have changed your address and/or phone number (including mobiles).

A new pupil data collection form is being sent home with your child for you to complete and return to school.  Please ensure that you provide an e-mail address as most school correspondence is sent by e-mail to parents.

In addition, your child will be bringing home a single consent form for school trips and a photograph permission form.  

Please could these forms be completed and returned to school by Friday 13th September.

Holidays in Term Time
I would like to remind parents that the law gives no entitlement to parents to take their children on holiday during term time.  As Headteacher, I do not have the authority in law to authorise absences for holidays or related activities, unless there are ‘exceptional’ circumstances.  I would not be expected to class any term time holiday as ‘exceptional’.  This being the case, any requests for term time holidays will be declined and any subsequent absences will be recorded as unauthorised and you may be issued with a penalty notice.  Please do not take holidays in term time to avoid any misunderstanding.   

School Meals
Under the Universal Free School Meal initiative, Children in F2 to Y2 are entitled to a free school meal. From Y3 upwards, if you are not entitled to a free school meal, parents may opt to pay for a school meal for their child. Please be aware that school meals have increased to £2.30 per day - £11.50 per week.  Lots of parents are now choosing to pay online for a school meal (www.tameside.gov.uk/schoolmeals). If you wish to continue paying in cash, please send the correct money into school on the first day of the week, in an envelope marked with your child’s name and class.  You are advised that you need to give one full week’s notice, in writing, if you wish your child to change from a school meal to a packed lunch.  Please note - changes cannot be made mid-week.

Whole School Mass – Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows / New Beginnings
Mass will be celebrated in St Mary’s Church on 20th September at 9.30 am for the children in KS1 and KS2.  Please come along if you are able.

Sacramental Programme
The dates for the Sacramental programme will be circulated once they have been agreed.  Please contact school as soon as possible if your child has not made their First Holy Communion and your child is in Year 4, 5 or and you would like them to join the 2019-20 programme.

Collective Worship
Parents are welcome to attend our Collective Worships which are usually held on a Thursday morning at 9.05 am in the school hall.  Collective Worship lasts approximately 20 minutes.  The rota for this term is as follows:-


	Thursday 26th September 
	Y6

	Thursday 3rd October 
	Y5

	Thursday 10th  October 
	Y4

	Thursday 17th October
	Y3

	Thursday 24th October
	Y2

	Thursday 14th November
	Y1



Community Assembly
Parents are also welcome to attend our Community Assembly which takes place on Friday afternoon at 2.40pm.  

After School Programme
Our programme of After School Clubs will commence week beginning 10th September, with the exception of choir which will commence week beginning 17th September.

	Day
	Club
	Year Group

	Monday
	Wake and Shake
	Years 3 to 6

	
	Tag Rugby
	Years 5 and 6

	Tuesday
	Gymnastics
	Years 2 to 4

	Wednesday
	Yoga
	Years 3 to 6

	Thursday
	Choir
	Years 4 to 6



PTA
St Mary’s PTA is a small but active group of parents who work to support the life of the school as well as raise valuable funds. We use the funds raised to subsidise special events in school, trips and visits.  Their work really helps to enhance our curriculum. The PTA now plan and organise events as an online community, please contact the School Office (pta@stmarysdenton.com) if you are interested in supporting the school in this way. All offers of help are much appreciated.

School Office
The governors are in the process of recruiting for an Admin Assistant, until that appointment is made, please be aware that Mrs Fitzgerald is running the School Office on her own. We ask for your patience during this time. If you have a query, please use our website as your first port of call for up to date information. We will also use our text messaging service to inform you of any changes to scheduled events.  Thank you for your co-operation.

Dates for your Diary

	20th September
	Whole School Mass at St Mary’s Church at 9.30 am.  All Welcome

	23rd September
	Y6 Trip to Safe Squad

	30th September
	Photographs – Individual/Family Groups

	4th October
	CAFOD Harvest Fast Day

	9th October
	KS1 and KS2 Parent meeting

	17th October
	KS1 and KS2 Parent meeting

	25th October 
	School closes for half term break



Please check the school website regularly for updates.

Thank you for your continued support and co-operation.

I wish everyone a happy and successful New Year.

Yours sincerely
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D Reeves
Headteacher
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