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17* March 2020
Dear Parent / Carer,
Coronavirus Update

| write to keep you updated on our plans to support children in the light of revised government advice to
minimise the risk of the spread of the Covid-19 infection. School remains open but we are aware that you
will have questions which hopefully this letter will answer.

The best place for guidance on the virus is https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-

covid-19-uk-government-response. This is updated on a regular basis and provides Public Health England
(PHE) and Department for Health and Social Care advice.

Is the school open?

Yes, the government has advised that there is no reason for schools to be shut so we are fully open. In the
event that this situation changes then we will update you through the website and our texting service.

What if my child feels ill? Should s/he come to school?

Please follow the NHS advice. Currently this is that you should not send children in if they have a high
temperature or a new continuous cough. Under new government guidance (issued on 16 March) they
should stay at home for 14 days. Any other children/adults who live in the same household they should
also self-isolate for 14 days. Please note that even if the symptoms dissipate, the 14 day self-isolation
period must be completed before you consider allowing your child to return to school.

In the event of an absence, please ring or email school by 8.30am stating the nature of the absence and the
symptoms your child is experiencing. If they are self-isolating please tell us this on the starting date of the
self-isolation. When a pupil is self-isolating, in accordance with the latest information and advice from the
DfE we will record the absence as unable to attend due to exceptional circumstances in the attendance
register (Code Y) will be used in this instance. This will ensure the absence will not be reflected in their
attendance record. There is then no need to ring/email each day unless they need to stay off longer than
the expected 14 day self-isolation period.
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Are school activities and trips taking place?

With effect from today, we have taken the decision to cancel or postpone all educational trips and visits,
before/ after school clubs, sporting events and fixtures including Y5/6 swimming lessons, Y6 Booster groups
and Little Bikers up until the Easter break. We have also cancelled all Class and Community assemblies, the
Bookstart Talk for F1 parents, the Easter Bonnet Parade, the Y3/4 Easter Play and the PTA Coffee morning.
We have been advised that the Joint School ‘Pictures of the Year of the Word’ event has also been
cancelled. Although there is no national guidance on such activities we have taken these steps to reduce
the risk to children and staff.

The following events will continue to take place but they will be run by school staff only: Mother’s Day Gifts
and Lenten Prayer Stations.

What about Parents’ Evening?

The Parent-Teacher meetings scheduled to take place on Thursday 19*" March have been postponed. We will
advise you of an alternative date for later this academic year dependent on the advice from the government.

How will work be provided if the school is closed?

We are in the process of developing home learning packs for all children in the event of closure and will
advise you once these packs are ready.

Are parents able to come into school to meet with staff?

We are keen to continue to engage with parents but in the weeks up to Easter we ask that communications
take place by phone or through email. Telephone meetings can be arranged in the usual way.

How is the school maintaining a high standard of hygiene?

We continue to be advised that personal hygiene remains the most important way we can help to prevent
the spread of the virus. All children are aware of the need to regularly wash their hands for 20 seconds
using the correct technique. Children are also aware the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ advice with regard to coughs
and sneezes. Please help us by sharing simple but effective messages with your child(ren) and please
practise them with them at home too. It would also help us if you could send you child into school with a
small packet of tissues.

Additional cleaning of the school building is in place, with particular attention being paid to the toilet areas
and work surfaces in the classrooms. School will be deep cleaned by a professional company before the
start of the school day on 18 March. Please note, this step has been taken as a preventative measure to
reassure children, parents and staff not because a pupil or staff member has been diagnosed with the
VIrus.

Should my child be worried?

No, we would like to reassure children that the risk to them is minimal and for most children any symptoms
will be mild. We can all help others by practising good hygiene and thinking about how to protect elderly
relatives and other vulnerable groups. There is a lot of helpful information on this on the website above.
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Thank you for your support and understanding. We are confident that we have taken a proportionate
approach to the current situation that protects our school community. Teachers and children continue to
work hard together and we are grateful for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

D. Ra s Mo~

Deidre Reeves

Headteacher




