St Mary s R( Primary and

Nu rsery School
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| cannot believe that we are already at the end of our second
week back.

This week both the staff and the student council have started
to work on some new school rules. | hope to share the new
rules with everybody over the next few weeks. It is always
lovely to see the enthusiasm the pupils have for St. Mary’s and
| always value their input on improving the school.

Attached to this week’s newsletter is a proposed holiday
pattern for the next academic year. We have tried to match St.
Thomas More as closely as we can — please note that we have
two weeks at the summer half term while they only have one
— meaning we finish slightly later in July. | hope that by having

the dates now it helps families not having to book term-time

holidays.

Mr Price

School Admissions

Reception Applications:

The final date to apply for Reception places is 15 January. If you want your
child to join our Reception class in Sept 2024, please ensure you have
completed the application form.

Key dates

Thurs 18" Jan - Yr 5/6 dodgeball @
Fairfield High School

Tues 30" Jan - Yr 5/6 indoor athletics
@ DCC
Mon 29 Jan — School discos

Weds 31 Jan - Yr 3/4 glow
dodgeball @ Rayner Stephens High
School

Weds 7t Feb — Young Voices concert
at Manchester Arena

Weds 7" Feb — Year 5 RNCM dress
rehearsal

Thurs 8" Feb — Year 5 RNCM Concert

Fri 9% Feb — School closes for half
term

Mon 19 Feb — School open for
Spring 2

Tues 27% Feb - Yr 5/6 girls' dodgeball
@ Rayner Stephens High School
Weds 28" Feb - pupils 10 pin bowling
@ the Wellness Centre

Thurs 21% March - Yr 5/6 basketball
@ Laurus Ryecroft

Safeguarding

Our designated safeguarding team are Miss Johnson, Mr Knapper and myself.
If you have any concerns at all, please do let one of us know. Safeguarding is
the responsibility of all of our school community, and we welcome all your
support in helping us keep all the children safe.

Parish News

The latest parish

newsletter can be

National Online Safety Certified School

| am pleased to announce that St. Mary’s has now received the National
Online Safety Certified School Accreditation. This is in recognition of our
whole school community approach to keeping our pupils safe in an online
world.

CERTIFIED

**'SCHOOL **

Love God. Love Learning. Love St Mary's.



https://stmaryandstjohnfisherparish.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/The-Epiphany-of-the-Lord.pdf
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Online Safety

Technology is readily available to all our children and due
to this, there are many opportunities for you child to
access the internet. While there are so many benefits to
the ‘online world’ which our children live in, there are also
many hidden dangers. We teach the children about online
safety as part of our computing curriculum but are always
keen to work with parents to continue that education at
home.

If you wish to learn more, there are many great resources
at The National College. Please sign up and create your

Bikes on the Playground

Over the past week, there have been older children riding
their bikes around the playground at home time. Bikes
are not to be ridden on the playground at any time due to
the potential to injure someone, especially one of our
younger pupils. Please ensure all bikes are left at the
gate, or pushed when on the playground. Thank you.

Year 6

The parents of our Year 6 children should have received a
letter yesterday regarding booster lessons in preparation
for Year 6 SATs — It Is a great opportunity for the children
to work on the technique of answering exam style
questions. | am very grateful to the staff who are giving
up their own time to help prepare our Year 6 children for
the SATs.

| would encourage all of our pupils to attend these
sessions — please follow the link below to give your
consent:

https://forms.office.com/e/XJWhPtH7Gx

Happy Birthday

Happy birthday to Harry, Asher and Tsz Kin who have
celebrated their birthdays this week. | hope you all had a
lovely day.

Stars of the week

Congratulations to Zandaya, Ellen, Lexi, Aria, Robin, Olivia,
Jace, Darcie, Indie, Max, Bobby, Hallie, Jhaziah, Usman
and Una who have been nominated as stars of the week
by their class teachers. Well done and keep up the good
work.

Nuts in School

Please be aware that we do have children in school with
nut allergies. When packing your child’s lunch, please be
mindful of items which contain nuts — there are many
items which contain nuts that are not obvious!

PE stars of the week

Congratulations to Myka, Sebastian, Matilda, Ciara, Keniji,

Theodore, Poppy, Niamh, Theo, Grace, Hallie, Layla, Olivia,
Nanci, Jacob, Jakub and Aiden who have been nominated

as PE stars of the week by their class teachers. Well done

and keep up the good work.

Attendance

Good attendance at school gives your child the best possible chance to succeed.

Congratulations to Year 5 who have the highest attendance this week.

Reception 97%
Year 1 96% Year 2 97%
Year 3 97% Year 4 98%
Year 5 99% Year 6 97%

Love God. Love Learning. Love St Mary's.


https://forms.office.com/e/XJWhPtH7Gx
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/st-mary-s-rc-primary-school-m34-2ar
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Holiday Pattern 2024/25

Autumn Term
Wednesday 4th September 2024 — Friday 25th October 2024

Monday 4th November 2024 — Friday 20th December 2024

Spring Term
Tuesday 7th January 2025 — Friday 14th February 2025

Monday 24th February 2025 — Friday 4th April 2025

Summer Term

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 — Friday 23rd May 2025
Monday 9th June 2025 — Friday 25th July 2025
190 days

School will be closed on the following dates:
Monday 2nd September 2024 INSET Day

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 INSET Day
Monday 6th January 2025 INSET Day

Monday 5th May 2025 Bank Holiday

38 days

35 days

29 days
30 aqays

23 days
35 days

Disaggregated dates on Monday 28th July and Tuesday 29th July 2025 will be used as twilight insets.



