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 15th Sept Feast of Our Lady of 
Sorrows – Mass at St. 
Mary’s Church 

22nd Sept Meet the teacher  

3:20 – 4:20pm 

25th Sept Year 5/6 boys football – 
Curzon Ashton 

26th  Sept Flu immunisations 

26th  Sept Macmillan Coffee Morning 

26th Sept Girls’ football – Astley 
Sports Village 

2nd  Oct National Poety Day 

16th Oct Individual school photos 

17th Oct Strung, Sung, Supper – 
school / parish event.  
School Hall 

24th Oct End of Autumn 1 

3rd Nov Start of Autumn 2 

 

As we reach the end of our 2nd week it is wonderful to see how the 

children have settled into their new classes.  All the new routines 

and expectations are starting to be embedded and the focus quickly 

turns to the new content which the children will be learning.  Early 

next week you will receive an overview of all the topics which your 

child will be learning this academic year, and this will be followed by 

a more detailed half termly plan. On Monday 22nd September we will 

be holding a ‘meet the teacher’ session where you can come into 

school and see your child’s new classroom and meet their teacher.   

This coming Monday, we will be celebrating our school feast day – 

Our Lady of Sorrows.  To celebrate our feast day, the children will be 

attending church and celebrating  Mass with the parish.  We will then 

return to school from some celebratory treats.  Our Lady of Sorrows 

is of the names given to the Mary, the mother of Jesus. During 

Mary’s life she experienced deep sorrow on many occasions, and 

this is what helps us to look to Mary for compassion during the 

difficult times in our own lives.   

 

Mr Price 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

Our safeguarding team at St. Mary’s consists of Miss Johnson, Mr Knapper and myself.  If you wish to discuss any 

concerns with us, please ask and at least one of us will be available.  All of our staff are safeguard trained, and we 

are here to keep your children safe and happy at all times. 

 

 

Week 2      12th September 2025 

Nursery Places 

We still have a few places available in our school nursery.  If you wish you child 

to start in Nursery please contact the school office.  Spaces are capped at 26.  

Once we reach this number we will no longer be able to admit more children. 

Don’t Miss Out… 

It may seem very early, but each year we have children who miss out on their first choice school because they miss the 

deadlines for applying for school places.   

For children in Year 6 – the application window for high schools opens in early September and closes on the 31st October.  

More information will follow shortly. 

For children in Nursery – The window for applications to Primary school opens in November and closes on the 15th January 

2026.  This year we had close to 70 applications for our 30 places.  If your child attends St. Mary’s Nursery – this does not 

automatically entitle you to a place in our Reception class.  You must still apply via Tameside.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to the following children who have celebrated their birthdays 

this week or will do so over the weekend: Bryan, Imaan, Denny, Hannah, 

Perpetua, Max and Lily.  I hope you have/had a had a wonderful day filled with 

lots of joy. 

 

 

 

School Attendance and Term Time Holidays 

The government changes around attendance at schools have now been implemented.  Please note that only absences 

categorised as urgent and exceptional will be authorised. No term time holidays will be authorised.  A copy of the school 

absence request form is on the school website and copies are available from the school office.  Please provide adequate time 

for school to process the request. 

It is worth noting that if your child arrives after 9:30am without valid reason (eg a medical appointment) this is classed as 

an unauthorised absence.  

Penalty notices will be issued for any 10 unauthorised absences within a 10 week period. (this is equivalent to 5 schools 

days)   

Penalty notices will rise to £160, per child, per parent.  If paid within 21 days, this will be reduced to £80.  If a second 

penalty notice is issued, this will be at £160 but will not have the option of being reduced.   

A 3rd penalty notice cannot be issued within 3 years of the first one.  If the threshold (10 sessions) is met for a 3rd time, this 

will result in prosecution.  

Our attendance and punctuality at St. Mary’s is good and for the vast majority of our families these changes will have no 

impact at all but one of our biggest issues is around holidays in school time – and following guidelines, I am never allowed 

to authorise holidays in school time.   

Please note that if you child is ill prior to or directly after a school holiday, or a planned holiday of 4 days or less, school may 

ask for evidence of illness or flight details.  This is to comply with government guidelines and also from a welfare point of 

view.  

 
School Uniform and PE Kits 

During Wednesday’s assembly I spoke to all of the children about having pride in their uniform and how a school uniform 

lets everybody know that every child is on the same team. The children at St. Mary’s have always looked smart in their 

uniforms and we need that to continue.  The school uniform at St. Mary’s is as  follows: 
 

Navy blue jumper or cardigan (with or without logo),   

White shirt or blouse,   

Grey trousers or skirt,   

School tie,  Black shoes 
 

If your child has PE, they should come into school wearing their full PE kit: White t shirt or polo shirt, navy blue shorts, 

trainers.  To keep warm, your child may also wear navy blue jogging pants and their school jumper / cardigan.   

PE days are as follows: 

SEN Unit Tuesday Reception Friday 

Year 1 Tuesday and Friday Year 2 Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 3 Monday and Thursday Year 4 Monday and Thursday 

Year 5 Monday and Wednesday Year 6  Wednesday and Thursday (swimming) 

 

 

 

Parish News 

The parish newsletter can be viewed 

by clicking the link below. 
 

Newsletters 
 

 Macmillan Coffee Morning 

On Friday 26th we will be holding our annual coffee morning with all proceeds being donated to Macmillan.  We will be 

looking for cake donations nearer the time, but more importantly, we would love to see as many of you there as possible.  

It is a great chance to catch up with old friends, or if you are a new family to St. Mary’s it is an opportunity to build some 

friendships with other parents.  The coffee morning will start at 8:45am. 

 

 

https://stmaryandstjohnfisherparish.co.uk/23rd-sunday-of-ordinary-time/
https://stmaryandstjohnfisherparish.co.uk/23rd-sunday-of-ordinary-time/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Meals 

The Autumn Term menu can be found at the end of the newsletter.  We now have 4 options available for each day – a meat 

option, a vegetarian option, jacket potato or a sandwich.  We also have a salad bar which children can help themselves to 

with a range of vegetables and fresh bread.  

School lunches need to be pre-booked using the schoolgrid app or webpage.  While the vast majority of parents have already 

prebooked meals, we currently have a small number of parents who have not registered and completed their child’s profile. 

The number of meals cooked each day is based on the number of meals ordered.  Although we would not let you child go 

hungry, if not prebooked, they may be limited to food choices which they would not pick themselves.  Meals can be booked 

in advance – so there is no reason why you could not choose a weeks’ worth of meals with your child at the weekend if you 

so wish!  

 

 

 

Toasty Friday 

Today we started our popular Friday treat - Toasty Friday.  Please remember to send payment via parentmail so that we can 

continue to finance it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


